NOTICE OF PREPARATION
LOWER YOLO RESTORATION PROJECT
Description of Proposed Project. The State and Federal Contractors Water Agency (SFCWA)
proposes to construct a 1,950‐acre project that includes 1,170 acres of tidal wetland restoration
and 780 acres of related property modifications on a 3,900‐acre site on the northwestern edge
of the Sacramento‐San Joaquin River Delta at the extreme southern end of the Yolo Bypass near
Cache Slough (Figure 1). The project would be constructed on portions of two contiguous
parcels: Yolo Ranch (3,496 acres) and Flyway Farms (430 acres) located along the historic
wetland‐upland edge of the Yolo Basin, within the Yolo Bypass floodway. The project site is
currently in agricultural use, and agricultural lands bound the project site in all directions except
the immediate south, which is bounded by open waters of the Sacramento‐San Joaquin River
Delta.
This project is being undertaken in cooperation with the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR) as partial fulfillment of the 8,000‐acre tidal restoration targets contained
within the Reasonable and Prudent Alternative of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Delta Smelt
Biological Opinion (USFWS 2008) and the National Marine Fisheries Service Salmonid Biological
Opinion (NMFS 2009) issued to DWR. The project may also serve as partial fulfillment of tidal
restoration objectives anticipated under the Bay Delta Conservation Plan. The primary goals of
the project are (1) to enhance regional food web productivity in support of Delta Smelt
recovery and (2) to provide rearing habitats for outmigrating salmonids utilizing the Yolo
Bypass. The secondary goals are (3) to support a broad range of other aquatic and wetland‐
dependent species, including Sacramento splittail, and (4) to provide ecosystem functions of
the Delta freshwater tidal marsh – floodplain – seasonal wetland – lowland grassland
interfaces.
The proposed project design is presented in Figure 2. Actions within the ‘proposed project
footprint’ would include (1) restoring approximately 1,100 acres of intertidal wetlands and 70
acres of subtidal channels by grading and excavation (‘restoration footprint’), (2) constructing a
120‐acre levee toe berm and a 10‐acre irrigation and drainage ditch, (3) removing agricultural
irrigation from approximately 650 acres surrounding the restored wetlands (‘wetland buffer’),
and (4) relocating several water control structures and some irrigation and drainage ditches.
Tidal restoration would be accomplished by eliminating or moving existing water control
infrastructure elements, excavating new tidal channels to connect restoration areas to existing
intertidal areas adjacent to the site and grading down some lands slightly above current
intertidal elevations. Excavated soils would be used to construct the levee toe berm on the
eastern (water) side of the western Yolo Bypass levee.
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Surrounding the restored wetlands would be an additional 650 acres on which agricultural
irrigation would be discontinued. Seasonal cattle grazing would be permitted within this
‘wetland buffer zone’ as a vegetation management tool. In order to ensure that irrigation and
drainage needs of the remainder of the site and of adjacent properties are maintained, the
proposed project would relocate a number of water control structures and some irrigation and
drainage ditches. Areas on the property that are outside of the project footprint would remain
in their current condition and would continue to support agricultural operations following
project implementation.
Potential Project‐Related Impacts to the Environment. As currently scoped, the EIR will
evaluate potential project impacts associated with the following issues:


Land use planning and agricultural resources, focusing on conversion of agricultural
lands to wetland/habitat uses.



Air quality and greenhouse gases, including both short‐term construction and long‐term
operational impacts.



Biological resources, focusing impacts to state and federally listed plants, invertebrates,
fish, and birds as well as state and federally protected habitats such as wetlands and
riparian woodlands.



Cultural resources, including prehistoric and historic features, and historic landscapes.



Soil erosion.



Hazards and hazardous materials, including site contamination and cleanup issues and
issues associated with abandoned gas and water wells on the site.



Hydrology and water quality, including changes in flood flows, irrigation waters, site
and adjacent property drainage, construction sedimentation, and changes in dissolved
oxygen, mercury, and organic carbon, as well as other potential contaminants.



Potential land use policy compliance issues



Impacts associated with barging of soils under the off‐site soils disposal options,
including potential conflicts with commercial and recreational navigation.



Utilities issues, including the need to relocate and/or abandon utility infrastructure on
portions of the site.
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